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ADMISSION POLICY

















1. Introduction 

This Admission Policy complies with the requirements of the Education Act No 16 of 2001. In drafting this policy, the board of management of the school has consulted with school staff and with parents of children attending the school.

The policy was approved by the school board on 03/01/2021.  It is made available in hardcopy, on request, to any person who requests it.

The relevant dates and timelines for Thornhill Private School admission process are set out in the school’s annual admission notice which is published annually every 1st Monday of August each year on social media platforms and newspapers.
This policy must be read in conjunction with relevant ministerial policies for the school year concerned.
The application form for admission is made available in hardcopy on request to any person who requests it.



2. Vision, Mission and Values of the school

Our Vision Statement
Our vision is to build a highly competitive private school that will become the all-in-one learning centre of choice for both parents and students in Namibia.
Our Mission Statement
Our mission is to provide a professional and conducive learning environment to students at different levels of learning. Our overall business goal is to position Thornhill College to become the leading private school brand in the educational-cum-private school industry in the whole of Namibia within the first 12 years of operations.
Values 
Our values reflect our business philosophy and principles we abide by:
· Integrity
· Service
· Excellence
· Teamwork

3. Admission Statement 

Thornhill Private School will not discriminate in its admission of a student to the school on any of the following:

(a) the gender ground of the student or the applicant in respect of the student concerned,
(b) the civil status ground of the student or the applicant in respect of the student concerned,
(c) the family status ground of the student or the applicant in respect of the student concerned,
(d) the sexual orientation ground of the student or the applicant in respect of the student concerned,
(e) the religion ground of the student or the applicant in respect of the student concerned,
(f) the disability ground of the student or the applicant in respect of the student concerned,
(g) the ground of race of the student or the applicant in respect of the student concerned,
(h) the Traveller community ground of the student or the applicant in respect of the student concerned, or 
(i) the ground that the student or the applicant in respect of the student concerned has special educational needs



	
Thornhill Private School is a boys and girls school and does not discriminate where it refuses to admit a boy/girl applying for admission to this school. 

Thornhill Private School is a school whose objective is to provide education in an environment which promotes certain religious values and does not discriminate where it admits a student of particular religious denomination in preference to others.

Thornhill Private School is a school whose objective is to provide education in an environment which promotes certain religious values and does not discriminate in relation to the admission of a student who has applied for a place 


 Thornhill Private School is a school whose objective is to provide education in an environment which promotes certain religious values and does not discriminate where it refuses to admit as a student a person who is not of particular religious denomination and it is proved that the refusal is essential to maintain the ethos of the school.

Thornhill Private School is a school which, with the approval of the Minister for Education, provides an education exclusively for students with a category or categories of special educational needs specified by the Minister and does not discriminate in relation to the admission of a student who does not have the category of needs specified.






4. Admission of Students

	
Thornhill Private School provides education for both boys and girls.

Thornhill Private School is open to any denomination and may not refuse to admit as a student a person who is of any denomination

Thornhill Private School provides an education for students with special educational needs and may refuse admission to a student, where the student does not have the specified category of special educational needs provided for by this school.





5. [bookmark: _Oversubscription_(this_section]Selection criteria

The school will apply the following selection criteria:

	Selection criteria:
· Grade 0: age 6 years, oral entry assessment
· Grade 1: age 7 years, written entry assessment
· Grade 2: age 8 years, written entry assessment of third term grade 1 exam, report card from previous school
· Grade 3: age 9 years, written entry assessment of third term grade 2 exam, report card from previous school
· Grade 4: age 10 years, written entry assessment of third term grade 3 exam, report card from previous school
· Grade 5: age 11 years, written entry assessment of third term grade 4 exam, report card from previous school
· Grade 6: age 12 years, written entry assessment of third term grade 5 exam, report card from previous school
· Grade 7: age 13 years, written entry assessment of third term grade 6 exam, report card from previous school















6. What will not be considered or taken into account

The school will not consider or take into account any of the following in deciding on applications for admission or when placing a student on a waiting list for admission to the school:

	
(a) the payment of fees or contributions (howsoever described) to the school; 
(b) a student’s academic ability, skills or aptitude;
(c) the occupation, financial status, academic ability, skills or aptitude of a student’s parents;
(d) a requirement that a student, or his or her parents, attend an interview, open day or other meeting as a condition of admission; 

(e) a student’s connection to the school by virtue of a member of his or her family attending or having previously attended the school;

(f) the date and time on which an application for admission was received by the school.This is subject to the application being received at any time during the period specified for receiving applications set out in the annual admission notice of the school for the school year concerned.
This is also subject to the school making offers based on existing waiting lists (up until 31st January 2025 only).




7. Decisions on applications 

All decisions on applications for admission to Thornhill Private School will be based on the following:
· Our school’s admission policy
· The school’s annual admission notice 
· The information provided by the applicant in the school’s official application form received during the period specified in our annual admission notice for receiving applications

Selection criteria that are not included in our school admission policy will not be used to make a decision on an application for a place in our school.

8. Notifying applicants of decisions

Applicants will be informed in writing as to the decision of the school, within the timeline outlined in the annual admissions notice. 

If a student is not offered a place in our school, the reasons why they were not offered a place will be communicated in writing to the applicant, including, where applicable, details of the student’s ranking against the selection criteria and details of the student’s place on the waiting list for the school year concerned. 

Applicants will be informed of the right to seek a review/right of appeal of the school’s decision.

9. [bookmark: _Acceptance_of_an][bookmark: _Ref31796919]Acceptance of an offer of a place by an applicant

In accepting an offer of admission from Thornhill Private School, you must indicate—

(i) whether or not you have accepted an offer of admission for another school or schools. If you have accepted such an offer, you must also provide details of the offer or offers concerned and

(ii) whether or not you have applied for and awaiting confirmation of an offer of admission from another school or schools, and if so, you must provide details of the other school or schools concerned.

10. Circumstances in which offers may not be made or may be withdrawn

An offer of admission may not be made or may be withdrawn by Thornhill Private School where—
(i) it is established that information contained in the application is false or misleading.
(ii) an applicant fails to confirm acceptance of an offer of admission on or before the date set out in the annual admission notice of the school.
(iii) the parent of a student, fails to confirm in writing that the code of behaviour of the school is acceptable to him or her and that he or she shall make all reasonable efforts to ensure compliance with such code by the student; or
(iv) an applicant has failed to comply with the requirements of ‘acceptance of an offer’ as set out in section 9  above.


11. Waiting list in the event of oversubscription

In the event of there being more applications to the school year concerned than places available, a waiting list of students whose applications for admission to Thornhill Private School were unsuccessful due to the school being oversubscribed will be compiled and will remain valid for the school year in which admission is being sought.

Placement on the waiting list of Thornhill Private School is in the order of priority assigned to the students’ applications after the school has applied the selection criteria in accordance with this admission policy.  

Offers of any subsequent places that become available for and during the school year in relation to which admission is being sought will be made to those students on the waiting list, in accordance with the order of priority in relation to which the students have been placed on the list.


12. [bookmark: _Late_Applications]Late Applications

All applications for admission received after the closing date as outlined in the annual admission notice will be considered and decided upon in accordance with our school’s admissions policy and any regulations made under that Education Act.
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